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7 CONCLUSIONS

A brief overview of contemporary techniques in distributed
data fusion was presented in this paper. This discussion is
based around the well-known JDL data fusion framework.
Multisensor data fusion is shown to be an active area of
research, spanning many traditional research areas with
applications for industrial control, autonomous robotics,
and military tracking.

Much work has focused on the problems associated with
the first level of the JDL framework. Level one, “Object
Refinement,” includes data alignment, data association,
position attribute estimation, and identification. The other
three levels are less well covered in the literature, possibly
as the higher levels require the foundation of the first. Now
that this firm theoretical foundation has been laid, work has
begun in this area, but it will take many years to catch up
with the breadth of work on level one.
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