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Conclusion 
By not engaging in the debate about ethical guidance to behavior in sport, custom or convention establishes the 
behavioral precedent. The flaw in this position is that if these behaviors are not already rooted in high ethical standards 
then current practices will also be ethically flawed, even though they may have been "done for years". It is not a 
sufficiently strong enough reason to behave in particular ways because that is the way it has always been done. Athletes 
need a confident ethical basis to their decision making to enable them to ascertain which decision or action best 
supports the good sporting contest. It should be emphasised that this basis to sport is not inimical to competition of the 
most intense sort, or to the uncertainty of outcome, or to market (spectator) appeal. Rather, it confirms the integrity of 
the implied contract between the participant and the spectator, that the outcome of the contest is unknown prior to the 
commencement of the event. Consideration of ethical reasoning may diminish the power of convention and custom as 
the arbiters of current practice, it also may disarm that most destructive of forces in sport, unbridled self-interest.
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