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C O N C L U S I O N S

Crack closure in FMLs has been investigated. Fatigue
crack growth experiments on GLARE, an FML of Alu-
minium 2024-T3 and a prepreg with S2-glass, has been
performed with measurement of the crack opening stress
level.

The crack opening behaviour of FMLs is similar to
monolithic aluminium. Analysis showed that crack growth
rates in FMLs are dominated by the metal and can be mod-
elled accordingly if specific FML mechanisms, like fibre
bridging, are taken into account.
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