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7. Conclusion - consequences of paradigmatic insularity and extending the global PSA research agenda

When viewed globally, PSA research comprises a broad set of methodologies and topics covering the range of research
approaches found across the social sciences. Moreover, many of the concerns about the lack of theoretically informed research
expressed by Broadbent and Guthrie (1992, 2008) seem to be disappearing with an identifiable shift in emphasis in
contemporary research away from description and towards such research. This was first noted by van Helden (2005) and this
current analysis has shown an even greater shift towards theoretically informed empirical research.

However a number of important issues emerge from this analysis which need to be addressed. The first is that the broad
range of approaches is not evenly distributed across the world, but located in the two geographic paradigmatic bunkers.
Williams et al. (2006) in their study of the winnowing away of behavioural accounting research in the US establish how one

paradigmatic approach can come to dominate accounting research to the detriment of an entire field of study. They also
suggest that such dominance can lead to stagnation within the discipline and exhort the need for methodological diversity,
‘the practice of accounting as an activity particularly recommends against univocality in how we understand it' (p. 814).
Whilst their concern was with the univocality of US accounting research the absence of positivistic PSAR elsewhere, could be
evidence of a potential for developing a similar stagnation.
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