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5. Discussion and conclusion

Among the concerns dealt with in SEA, the potential effect of climate 
change is a relatively new one that is given increasing attention. The European 
Commission's evaluation from 2009 shows that in SEA “specific attention to 
climate change issues appears still to be limited in many Member States” but that 
there seems to be increasing attention paid to the issue (COWI, 2009, p. 116). 
It is further underlined by the EU Commission in April 2013 with its 
‘Guidance on Integrating Climate Change and Biodiversity into Strategic 
Environmental Assessment’ (European Commission, 2013). Wilson 
(2010) has examined UK sustainability appraisals and found that they 
do address climate change, but that development of the approach is 
still needed. Weiland (2010) states the German experiences that 
questions of climate change in SEA are not often raised. This points to 
climate change in SEA as an emerging issue for research and practice, 
but it also shows that there are challenges associated with it; among 
these is uncertainty.
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