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Concluding remarks: closing the loop
To make or break the link between the cyst and D. fragilis
there is a variety of options; for instance, it should be
possible to stain the cysts specifically by fluorescent in situ
hybridisation using Dientamoeba-specific oligonucleotide
probes that hybridise to the ribosomal RNA. With suitable
controls, this approach could give unambiguous results.
The fact that there is a thick cyst wall should not be an
insurmountable barrier because this approach has been
successful for Giardia, Cryptosporidium, and microspori-
dia [29–32].

Two experimental approaches could prove or disprove
the proposed life cycles of Dientamoeba. To be involved in
transmission, the cysts and/or eggs must contain viable D.
fragilis organisms. Viability can be demonstrated either by
infecting naı̈ve hosts or by establishing the organisms in
culture.
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