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7. Limitations and conclusion

This investigation also has limitations that must be mentioned.
Common to survey studies, the nature of the sample and per-
ceptual nature of most measures impose care in generalizing the
results of the study. Adding objective measures of internationaliza-
tion performance would also reinforce research findings. Secondly,
measuring all variables through a self-administered questionnaire
may pose a risk of common method variance (CMV) and lead to

an overestimation of the relationships between the research con-
structs (Podsakoff, MacKenzie, Lee, & Podsakoff, 2003), entailing
that basic precautions must be taken to minimize this risk (Chang,
van Witteloostuijn, & Eden, 2010). Thus, the questionnaire was
designed to be anonymous, giving the respondents all the latitude
needed to express their true perceptions. Robust measurement
scales were used, with the independent and dependent variables
being placed in different sections of the questionnaire. In addi-
tion, the unmeasured latent method construct (ULMC) approach
recommended by Podsakoff et al. (2003, p. 894) to test for CMV
post hoc was employed. Hence, a confirmatory factor analysis
(CFA) was done in which a ULMC was added to the measurement
model, allowing the measures to load on this construct as well as
on their theoretical construct. The CFA provided a breakdown of
the measures’ variance into theoretical, method, and random error
components (Williams, Cote, & Buckley, 1989). The results of this
analysis were that 59% of the average variance of the measures
was explained by their associated construct and only 9% by the
ULMC, the remaining 32% being explained by random errors, thus
suggesting that CMV is not a major problem.
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