NI ST ] &

63g-Ll> gLaULS a5 g 49

dlis aa 7 5l Sk

s dlie ayld Olgie

Gl jldia 9 0 AL g 90 2 (sl b
bﬁdu‘ o (gl y ew S

s lie LSSl Glgie

Partisan Media and Engagement: A Field

Experiment in a Newly Liberalized System
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Conclusion

In many countries, government monopolies have recently given way to competitive media
environments that allow for pluralistic discussion. However, many systems are also domi-
nated by outlets with partisan biases. We provide the first investigation of the mobilizing, or
demobilizing, effects of opinionated media in a post-liberalization setting, examining both
psychological and behavioral engagement. We theorize that exposure to political discus-
sions in the media heightens interest because pluralistic and open discussions are novel in
such settings. However, we also posit that interest is not enough to motivate participation
when costs are burdensome. Media affect participation only when they impact attitudinal
intensity and, thus, motivation. In contrast to the uniformly positive effects of media on
interest, we theorize that like-minded, cross-cutting, and neutral radio can have differential
effects on participation.
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