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2.1. Growth and yield model

To simulate stand development in different management sched-
ules, we used the model of Dieguez-Aranda et al. [11] for even-aged
P. sylvestris stands in Galicia. In the model developed by Dieguez-
Aranda et al. [11] the initial stand is defined by four state variables:
stand age, dominant height, number of trees per hectare and stand
basal area. Age and dominant height determine the site index (domi-
nant height at 40 years). The model uses three transition functions to
provide the stand state at any point of time. Moreover, the model set
includes a function for predicting the initial stand basal area, and it
can be used to establish the starting basal area for the simulation. This
alternative should only be used when no field-assessed basal area is
available, as was the case in the present study.
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