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A framework for understanding noise impacts on wildlife:

an urgent conservation priority
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B Characterizing noise and the
disturbance-interference
continuum

Determining whether a particular noise stimu-
lus is within an organism’s sensory capabilities is
foremost in importance; if a sound consists of
frequencies that are outside of an organism’s
hearing range, it will not have a direct effect
(Panel 1; Figure 2). Provided that an organism
can hear the noise stimulus, its acoustic energy
could cause permanent or temporary hearing
loss, but this might only occur when the animal
is extremely close to the source of the noise

(Dooling and Popper 2007).
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