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5. Conclusions

There is clearly an unmet need in HCC beyond sorafenib.
The development of targeted therapeutics for HCC remains
an uphill task. Over the past decades, only sorafenib proved
to have modest clinical benefit. The underlying mechanisms
of the pathogenesis of HCC remain complex and elusive and
this is further complicated by the heterogeneity of HCC
tumors and its stroma. Currently, there are many ongoing
studies that seek to leverage on molecular profiling of HCC to
develop potential predictive biomarkers of HCC that inform
personalized targeted treatment. The optimal choice of a trial
design takes into context known characteristics of the
predictive biomarker.
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