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Moisture estimation within a mine heap:

An application of cokriging with assay data and electrical resistivity
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CONCLUSIONS

A rock pile was characterized for the potential
application of secondary recovery. Thecharacter-
ization methods included hard data from drilling
and soft geophysical datafrom electrical resistiv-
ity. The samples from drilling were obtained ev-
ery 1.5 m vertically from 29 well locations, but
thewellswere spaced too far apart to provide suf-
ficient lateral resolution alone. The resistivity
data were acquired along 12 parallel lines of ap-
proximately 400 m in length, and were subse-
quently inverse modeled in three dimensions.
The cokriging method was used to supplement
the measured moisture data with electrical resis-
tivity to produce a map of potential dry spots
withinthepile.
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