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Terrestrial Arthropod Assemblages:

Their Use in Conservation Planning
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Conclusions

Terrestrial arthropods, because of their diversity of spe-
cies and functional roles; wide range of body sizes, va-
gilities, and distributional characteristics; and propen-
sity for rapid growth and evolutionary rates, offer
certain exceptional characteristics as indicator groups
for conservation inventory and monitoring programs.
The unparalleled diversity of arthropods provides a rich
data source that can improve the spatial resolution of
biological inventories and hence the planning of natural-
areas networks. Their capacity for exhibiting rapid re-
sponses to environmental change over both ecological
and microevolutionary time makes them potential early
warning indicators of environmental change.
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