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Continuing practice issues

Flexibility is frequently highlighted as being key to

practice in varying contexts (e.g. SEA, sustainability

assessment, HIA). The point being made is that the context

within which impact assessment takes place is important,

and the strict adherence to a standard approach in the

wrong context is generally seen as being counter-

productive. This flexibility is particularly emphasized in

relation to sustainability assessment where it is argued that

the goal of the process (sustainable development) is

normative and therefore the process needs to respond to

differing stakeholder interpretations.
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