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The Impact of Social Media on Globalization, Democratization

And Participative Citizenship
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2 Method

This paper is based on qualitative method design.
Data collection for this research was collected by
using document analysis method and typical case
sampling procedure was used to collect documents
related to the Iran, Egypt, and Syria. The data that
was the subject of this study was chosen from
documents written in English. Documents from other
languages were not taken into consideration within
the scope of this study. Content analysis was used
for this study. The reason of choosing content
analysis as the unit of analysis is that the terms such
as social media, participative citizenship, and
globalization might be used in different meanings
that may not work for the aim of this study.
Therefore, the contents of documents were analyzed
and the most appropriate documents were chosen.

Source of data for this study are Facebook pages
and twitter accounts created by activists in the
countries that are the subject of this study. Besides,
academic papers and governmental reports are
included in the data analyzed for the purpose of the
study. The data was collected between December
2011-April 2012. There were several keywords and
tags used to reach the correct data source. They
were: ‘citizenship and social media’, ‘Arab spring’,
‘Internet freedom’, ‘participative citizenship’, ‘Middle
East democratization’. The sources collected were

categorized based on those keywords.
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