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2.2. Search process

The search process was a manual search of specific conference
proceedings and journal papers since 2004. The selected journals
and conferences are shown in Table 1. The journals were selected
because they were known to include either empirical studies or lit-
erature surveys, and to have been used as sources for other system-
atic literature reviews related to software engineering (e.g. [10 and
36]).

Each journal and conference proceedings was reviewed by one
of four different researchers (i.e. Kitchenham, Brereton, Budgen
and Linkman) and the papers that addressed literature surveys of
any type were identified as potentially relevant. Kitchenham coor-
dinated the allocation of researchers to tasks based on the avail-
ability of each researcher and their ability to access the specific
journals and conference proceedings. The researcher responsible
for searching the specific journal or conference applied the detailed
inclusion and exclusion criteria to the relevant papers (see Section
2.3). Another researcher checked any papers included and ex-
cluded at this stage.
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