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Quantitative measurements of curing methods for concrete

bridge decks
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4. Conclusions

This work provides quantitative comparisons of the impact of
different curing methods on the evaporation rate during drying,
subsequent moisture uptake, and Cl penetration that can help
practitioners decide how their construction practices impacts the
durability of their concrete.

The following conclusive remarks can be made:

- The samples that were uncured showed the worst performance
of the investigated samples.

- Wet curing significantly reduced the mass loss during drying,
mass gain from sorption, and the penetration of NaCl solution.

- As the wet curing was increased then so was the durability per-
formance in these tests; however, there was a little improve-
ment after 7 days of wet curing with these materials and in
this testing. This finding should be investigated with a wider
range of materials before changes in practice are made.
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