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Ontology and database schema: What’s the difference?
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Data and enterprise integration .7.3
In closing, we note the important role that ontology plays in data and enterprise integration. Data inte-gration/
interoperability is a pressing need in most organizations. One reason for this, is that each appli-cation uses its own

database, even when the applications are doing similar things. Also, more databases show up each time a company
:grows by acquisition. There are various barriers to integrating databases

.1 .The lack of globally unique identifiers that span all the systems and databases in an organization

.2 The amount of work it takes to find out what the schema means, largely due to the semantics not
.. . being readily available, but also due to

.3 The sheer size and complexity of a typical database. A major driver for complexity is that there
is a random mix of schema elements that are expressing meaning in the subject area and schema elements that
.are only relevant to a particular application or database
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