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Adhesive small bowel obstruction in pregnancy and the

use of oral contrast media: a case report
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DISCUSSION

A PubMed, MEDLINE and Google Scholar search of ‘small bowel
obstruction’ and ‘pregnancy’ and ‘Gastrografin’ or ‘oral contrast
media’ returned one result.

Bower et al. [3] looked at SBO overall, with a section spe-
cific to pregnancy. It stated that safety analyses have not been
completed on gastrointestinal contrast in pregnancy. The follow-
ing recommendations were then made: indications for urgent
operative management are the same as for nonpregnant adults;
urgent MRI is advised if there are not immediate indications
for surgery; SBO owing to a cause other than adhesions should
undergo urgent operative management; adhesive SBO should
undergo trial of nonoperative management with a low threshold
for operation and surgery for partial or incomplete adhesive SBO
can be delayed for foetal maturity if there is no clinical evidence
of a complication.
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