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5. Conclusion

The sudden calling of the general election in April 2017 had significant implica-
tions in terms of party finance. At the start of the year, Labour was in the rela-
tively unusual position of being at a financial advantage relative to the
Conservatives—ironically, in part due to the instability surrounding the party’s
leadership between 2015 and 2016. But by the time of the election, the
Conservatives had re-asserted their financial dominance, raising very significant
sums in a short period of time. In the longer term this initial advantage for
Labour may be more difficult to achieve, since there will not be the one-off events
of leadership elections generating new income, and the effects of ‘contracting-in’
for new trade union members may be unpredictable.
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