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ARGUMENTS FROM DESIGN:

A SELF-DEFEATING STRATEGY?
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Some Criticisms of New Design Arguments

Neither of the new forms of argument from design proposed by Ward
and Davies, respectively, seems to be principally based on analogy. They
are not, then, vulnerable to one of the key Humean criticisms to which
traditional design arguments appeared vulnerable. Yet they are able to
conclude that the only cogent explanation of certain features of the world
is that they are the product of intelligent design. This suggests that (at
least some) new design arguments represent a completely different type
of argument to traditional arguments from design, which, as we have
seen, hinge on there being a similarity between natural and human-made
objects.” If these new design arguments are indeed invulnerable to the
criticism of being based on an unacceptable analogy, do they succeed, or
are there other criticisms that they face? One major difficulty that propo-
nents of new design arguments seem to encounter, and which also tells
againsl the traditional argument, arises from the presence of, what might
be described as, *flaws’ in our world (traditionally known as ‘evil’).
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