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Conclusions
PDT represents a promising yet currently underused 
alternative treatment modality for patients with lung 
cancer. Based on more than 30 years of experience 
with PDT, Dr. Kato considers it a definitive mono-
therapy for early-stage, centrally located non–small 
cell lung cancer. PDT also appears to be an effective 
palliative measure for improving many of the symp-
toms of advanced lung cancer, and may prove to be of 
use as a neoadjuvant component of multidisciplinary 
therapy for patients with locally advanced disease. Fi-
nally, emerging strategies for using PDT to treat early-
stage peripheral lung cancer appear promising but re-
quire further study.
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