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CONCLUSION

At first glance, the livelihood systems of indigenous and migrant households seem 
alike. With variations in emphasis, they rely on a similar suite of crops for cash income and 
sub-sistence, and collect similar high-value forest products known throughout the region. 
Upon closer inspection, however, it becomes apparent that Bakweri households use a much 
larger number and variety of species – native and introduced, wild and cultivated – and 
actively manage and use a range of habi-tats. The diversity inherent in these systems is 
greatest, but most invisible to the outside eye, as manifested in subsistence use. Products sold 
in markets for cash – whether crops or for-est products – are drawn from a pool of resources 
that is small compared with those used for subsistence, and their harvest responds to 
external demand. Subsistence, on the other hand, reflects long cultural ties to place, to the 
landscape, species, seasons, and history. 
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