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4. Discussion

As expected, the study results showed that the required ultra- sound 
energy is strongly dependent on the severity of the cataract 
(nuclear density), despite that fact the consumed energy is not the 
determining factor for the corresponding severity of corneal 
oedema, especially in the study group in which patients with mild 
oedema demanded more ultrasonic energy than those who even-
tually developed severe oedema (23.3 vs. 12.34 were the CDE 
values in the two subgroups (mild and severe oedema) of the 
diabetic group, respectively). This observation might be explained 
by the hypothesis that the most significant factor is the preceding 
condi-tion of the endothelial cells which makes some of them able 
to ‘tolerate’ increased amounts of CDE.
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