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CONCLUSION 

This paper’s central message is that, despite methodological and data issues, policy 
makers should focus more on the affordability of cigarettes and less on the (real) price 
in isolation of income. A price-based policy prescription may not be sufficient to 
reduce the affordability of cigarettes in fast-growing countries. An affordability-based 
policy prescription is more general, and possibly more useful, as a tobacco control 
target, especially in rapidly growing countries. 
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