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Human-centric wireless sensor networks to improve information

availability during urban search and rescue activities
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7.Conclusions and future work

The typical limitations to count on useful and on time informa- tion in
the field represent still open problems. Most proposals trying to
deal with this issue address a part of this problem or require spe-
cialized and expensive equipment. For that reason, the most well-
known and used method of sharing information in the field
involves physical marks that first responders make on the
infrastructure.

To address this challenge this article introduces the concept
of human-based wireless sensor network, which can be seen
as opportunistic networks that intend to provide real-time
communi-cation support among the nodes. Such nodes are
mainly human-based sensors, but the network also considers
the inclusion of reg-ular sensors, mules and witness units. This
network is multi-sensor and collaborative, and the HBS are the
nodes mainly responsible for information dissemination and
fusion.
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