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Discussion

Comparative morphology and ontogenetic
development

Although the small number of individuals examined
does not allow full generalization we feel that it is
justified to proceed on the assumption that the struc-
tures described are representative of their respective
species and ontogenetic stage, given the general
agreement between our findings and previous publica-
tions (Owen, 1835; Pocock, 1916).

In contrast to Farbringer (1922), but in accordance
with Pocock (1916), we think that the ligamentous
element within the Apparatus hyoideus of the Panth-
erinae is a Lig. epihyoideum. Although the anatomical
descriptions of the Tympanohyoideum, Stylohyoideum,
Epihyoideum and Ceratohyoideum by Pocock {1916)
are guite similar to our findings, the author did not
mention the articulations between the elements of the
hyoid apparatus and larynx. He did not designate a
Tympanohyeideum in a young jaguar, but observed a
joint within a "Stylohyoideum’, which probably repres-
ents the connection between tympanochyoid and
stylochyoid. The rotation within the tympanochyal
cartilage has never been described before and seems to
be unique among vertebrates (Furbringer, 1922).
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