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Increased risk for second primary rectal cancer after

pelvic radiation therapy
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5. Conclusions

Patients who received RT for pelvic cancer
were at increased risk for rectal cancer as a
second primary cancer. However, its incidence
is low and analysis per primary pelvic organ
specifically showed an increased risk after
prostate and endometrial cancer treatment
only. Patients with previous RT for bladder
cancer had a decreased risk for rectal cancer.
There was no differ-ence in survival after
diagnosis of rectal cancer depending on
their history of RT.
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