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3. Conclusion

The application of game theory to fisheries can be traced back to the late 1970s. The UN Third Conference on the Law of the Sea, 1973–1982,
leading to the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) regime, was the key event that triggered the interest of researchers on the strategic interaction
between fishing fleets. The coming of the EEZ regime made the management of internationally shared fish stocks a major political and economic
issue worldwide. During the 1980s and early 1990s, the applications of game theory to fisheries focused on transboundary stocks, using a variety of
cooperative and non-cooperative games. Thereafter, applications to straddling stocks were developed, through the use of coalition games. Presently,
the application of game theory to the management of national/regional fisheries lags far behind the application to international fisheries, and is
clearly a new research frontier.

This Special Issue presents a set of current research developments on game theory and fisheries. It shows, among other aspects:

– How cooperation in internationally shared fish stocks can be supported by implicit or explicit threat strategies (Hannesson, 2017);
– The effect of multispecies fisheries management in an international fishery (Górniewicz and Wiszniewska-Matyszkiel, 2017; Salenius, 2017);
– The role of the age structure of the stock in the strategic interactions between harvesting countries (Gauteplass and Skonhoft, 2017);
– How the formation of international fisheries agreements is impacted when non-consumptive values of the fish stock are accounted for (Pintassilgo
et al., 2017);
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