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A Systemic Tool and Process for

Sustainability Assessment
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5. Conclusions

Sustainability assessment using the SDAG has proven efficient in many contexts over the years.
It is a rigorous, effective and powerful tool that can be used for different levels of policy or project
planning and allows for public participation and education regarding sustainability issues. However,
pertinent at the local level, sustainability initiatives will only make a difference at the global level
if their results are propagated and replicated around the globe. In that perspective, the SDAG
gives a coherent framework to assess sustainability of a local project, to compare with similar
ones and to connect to higher levels of governance. For example, a project such as Mine Arnaud
assessed with the SDAG can be followed through future evaluations and implementations over
time. It can also be linked to a program such as the “Plan Nord” in Quebec—aiming to develop
the Northern areas—a Climate change mitigation strategy and to a policy such as Quebec’s “Loi
sur le développement durable”—Québec SD law. SD assessments performed with the SDAG allow
for priority setting with strong background documentation, stakeholders support and objectivized
tracking for decision makers. Initiatives and use of the SDAG by numerous countries engaged in the
process of Agenda 2030 will provide abundant further material and examples in a near future.
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