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5. Conclusions

China’s entry into the WTO represents a major stepping stone to accelerate the 
internationalization efforts of this country. This growing internationalization 
trend presents Chinese manufac-turers with increasing international 
drivers when they export products, become suppliers of foreign companies, 
and compete with foreign competitors operating in China. Using the insti-
tutional theory to examine the various IEI isomorphic drivers, we grouped 
Chinese manufacturers into three clusters character-ized with mature 
internationalization, emergent internalization, and domestic-focused in 
business orientation. We found that the increased IEI isomorphic drivers are 
associated with higher levels of ESCM practice adoption.
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