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Cardiac output, heart rate and stroke volume during

targeted temperature management after out-of-hospital

cardiac arrest: Association with mortality and cause of death
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Limitations

We acknowledge several limitations to this study. We used PAC-measurements
for cardiac index-assessment, which we consider to be the golden standard.
However, 20 patients had to be excluded from analysis due to missing PAC-
measurements and these patients had longer time to ROSC compared to the
included patients. Furthermore, patients with persistent shock was excluded.
Therefore, it is not certain that our results are representative of the most
hemodynami-cally unstable OHCA-patients. However, we prospectively and
consecutively included all eligible patients without exclusion criteria and therefore,
we consider the external validity of our results to be fair. Second, because this is an
observational study, we can report associations, which does not prove a causal relation.
Future studies are needed to confirm our results.
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