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Final remarks

Even though it could be argued that much of an accountant’s work involves research, this
is not often recognized by accountants and accountancy students (Bui & Porter, 2010).
Apparently, the AIS-research course that we have discussed in this paper helps students

to recognize the importance and relevance of research in academia as well as in their daily 
practice. Evaluation scores suggest that the course adequately prepares students for their 
Master of Science thesis, and helps to spur on their research interests. The throughput time 
of Master of Science theses has decreased, and thesis quality has increased. Moreover, stu-
dents seem to be able to discuss various research issues which relate both to their daily 
work and to their Master of Science thesis with one another, and with faculty members, 
in a more detailed and in-depth manner than before. Therefore, we believe that the 
course is an interesting alternative to other developments in accounting curricula that try 
to develop students’ research skills (Hoque, 2002; Irving, 2011; Jalbert, 2008). 
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