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The Role of the Media and Investigative Journalism

in Combating Corruption
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Conclusion

Corruption is a complex crime, made possible by inconsistencies and gaps in legal
frameworks, and insufficient co-operation across jurisdictions. Media reporting and
investigative journalism, including by NGOs, is a vastly useful, but possibly
underexploited, source of information for allegations of transnational corruption. The
exposure of recent scandals through effective international cooperation by transnational
networks of journalists as well as NGOs has amplified the impact of investigative
reporting and significantly raised awareness of cross-border financial crime.

While the OECD Secretariat regularly monitors global press for foreign bribery
allegations and brings these to the attention of law enforcement officials in Parties to the
OECD Anti-Bribery Convention, the OECD WGB will, in turn, continue to ensure that
countries allocate appropriate human resources, expertise, foreign-language skills,
training and software, to monitor and act upon media reports of bribery in international
business.
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