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Limitations

Although the obvious effect of APOE on PCAD was 
detected, several limitations remind us to interpret the 
results with caution. Firstly, several authors did not 
respond to our request to obtain original data, which 
could affect the integrity of the information included, 
so we did not include their studies in our meta-analysis. 

Secondly, the heterogeneity among studies exploring the 
association between the ε4 allele or ε4 carriers and PCAD 
remained a very high level even though we applied sub-
group analysis. The last, the number of ε2/2 is too low in 
our research.
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