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Top-down sustainable urban development? Urban governance

transformation in Saudi Arabia
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6. Conclusion

This article has explored the urban governance and sustainable urban development debate that a
top-down approach to governance could influence urban sustainability in a positive way
using the fra-mework of sustainable urban governance. In the case of Saudi Arabia, there
have been notable positive changes in urban governance and the governance for sustainable
development. Due to the imperative of ad-dressing pressing environmental issues, low oil
prices and the pressure from Arab Spring, the government has implemented notable projects
and policies to reduce Saudi environmental footprint.

These transformations buttress the point that a top-down approach initiated by those in
the top echelon of a society can have a great in-fluence on the move towards sustainability.
The top-down approach provides the needed leadership and political will to “make things
happen”. For example, the new Vision 2030 plan that provides a vision of urban
sustainability and set of goals to be achieved which were previously non-existent was
established by the central government and had been adopted by all agencies and the private

sector.
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