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Creating the Future Together: Toward a Framework for Research

Synthesis in Entrepreneurship
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Conclusion

Stevenson and Jarillo (1990, p. 21) advocated researching the “how” rather
than the “why” and “what” of entrepreneurship. In spite of the impact of this
foundational work, most research in entrepreneurship remains focused on the
“why” and “what.” Many researchers acknowledge the relevance of “how”
questions, but run into major difficulties when they try to provide answers to the
practical challenges faced by entrepreneurs, investors, and other stakeholders
(Bygrave, 2007). We have argued positivist knowledge (on why and what issues)
can be complementary to narrative and actionable knowl-edge (on how issues),
but only if these highly different kinds of knowledge and research are effectively
combined.
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