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DEVELOPMENT OF SEISMIC VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT
METHODOLOGIES OVER THE PAST 30 YEARS
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CONCLUSIONS

A review of some of the most important contributions to the field of vulnerability assessment
over the past 30 years has been presented herein. The review has not included all loss estimation
procedures, since many are proprietary (Bommer et al., 2006), and others are not easily
classified into any of the categories considered herein (e.g., Ordaz et al., 2000). Nonetheless,
the authors believe that the most important and most widely used methods for which clear
insight into their inner workings is available, have been included.

Following the presentation of the major advantages and drawbacks of each methodology,
it may be summarised that an optimal or ideal vulnerability assessment methodology should
feature the following main characteristics:
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