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Research methods and methodology towards knowledge

creation in accounting
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Conclusions

Knowledge creation is based on unsolved paradigms which assumptions drive
researchers towards multiple methodologies and methods that permit to explo-
re and interpret the world. Traditionally, in the scope of accounting and related
scientific domains, the financial accounting research has traditionally followed a
positive approach while management accounting (including management control
and performance) is more permissive to qualitative approaches such as case stu-
dies or even interpretive theoretical models. Although not generalizable, applied
projects allow and facilitate the understanding in depth of a certain phenomena in
an organizational environment. Mainstream (positivism), interpretive and critical
perspectives are the main approaches that have driven the academic research ca-
rried out by Portuguese PhD and MSc students in the scientific field of accounting.
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