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Resource mapping during a natural disaster: A case

study on the Y- 10 Nepal earthquake
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Conclusion

This post hoc study analyzes a dataset of WhatsApp messages ex-
changed among members of ‘Doctors For You’ in the aftermath of the
Nepal earthquake in April 2015. In contrast to prior works which rely
on crowd-sourced data from online social media like Twitter /
Facebook, the data in this study is more reliable since it is obtained
from medical experts who are known to have been present at the dis-
aster site. The main contributions of the study are (i) identification of
the requirements of various resources, and (ii) studying how quickly the
requirements of different resources could be met, during different
phases of the disaster. Additionally, several auxiliary problems faced by
the relief workers are also curated. While the observations regarding
delays in resource mobilization are specific to the particular disaster,
the identification of resources that are needed after an earthquake is
generalizable to other disasters of a similar nature (especially in similar
geographical regions).
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