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Caring for cancer patients with an intellectual disability: Attitudes and

care perceptions of UK oncology nurses
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Conclusions

This research has taken a novel approach to investigate the care
perceptions of oncology nurses, a notable and important gap in
the current oncology nursing literature. It is evident from our data
that providing cancer care to patients with an ID is perceived as
being more difficult in many respects, however previous
experience and increased knowledge working with this specific
patient group acts as a protective factor against negative effects.
Interventions to in-crease ID awareness and knowledge should be
implemented to reduce anxiety and improve the perceptions and
attitudes of oncology nurses when caring for this group of
patients.
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