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Ants in citrus: impact on the abundance, species richness, diversity

and community structure of predators and parasitoids

'4.79.3

>

JolS o0 das 3 dlie dyd Gl ddilue dos 3 3] Sewd g L8 (]

Dole SIS lowo) cllin LandSS) dinus b ol o (Giolys JoB) 339 Canyd b

da e o) ) S ) o8 g 8



http://iranarze.ir/ants+citrus+abundance+species+richness+diversity+predators+parasitoids

oI JT | (] &

5351 sLaUls sl g ;8

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, our ant exclusion study revealed that ants in citrus
were not associated with a dramatic and overall decrease in
natural enemy abundance or biodiversity at the community level.
The impact of ants on the natural enemies depended mostly on
the species of natural enemy; even closely related species showed
different or opposite responses to ant activity. In spite of the
species specific response of natural enemies, we detected a
general tendency related to functional groups: generalist predator
abundance decreased whereas parasitoid abundance and
diversity increased in the ant-allowed treatment. These results
may have practical implications for biological pest control.
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