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Historical impact in psychology differs between demographic groups
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4. Discussion

What have we learned? Most important, our results seem to call
into question a key assumption that underlay every other effort
over the past century to create a ranked list of psychological impact
or eminence. That assumption is that there is can be a single,
general list of impact of eminence that applies equally to all psy-
chologists. Statistics textbook regularly warn against the practice of
including heterogeneous groups of scores in a single graph, such as
a scatterplot (e.g., Howell, 2013). For instance, if one were to plot,
for a mixed group of men and women, each person’s interest in
engineering and their interest in sports (on 10-point scales say),
one would likely find there to be a positive relationship between
the two interests. '
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