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The volume of Iranian raw silk exports in the Safavid period
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Conclusion

Perhaps the only firm conclusion is that quantitative
estimates by contemporary writers on Safavid Iran are
of linle worth to the historian. The available statistical
evidence does, however, suggest a vigorous expansion in
the export of Iranian raw silk to Europe between 1500 and
1720. It has not been possible to chart this expansion with
any precision, only 1o say that from a trade measured in
some tens of thousands of kilograms in around 1500, the
export probably reached 200,000kg or more by the turn of
the seventeenth century, and was greatly in excess of this
figure in the early eighteenth century, possibly attaining a
level as high as half a million kilograms.

Theexistence of afast-growing export trade inraw silk
throughout the Safavid period raisesinteresting questions
in a number of areas: the commercialization of agricul-
tural production, the impact of foreign demand for raw
materials on prices and on domestic manufacture, the
contribution of the silk export trade to the economy as a
whole and to state finances in particular, the economic
role of the political elite, and the nature and causes
of Safavid decline. These questions are beyond the scope
of this article, but the quantitative aspect undoubtedly
provides food for thought and suggests many avenues for
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