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CONCLUSIONS

The object relations model is a work in progress. This partial 
view must be integrated with developmental and neurocognitive 
data. Identity and identity diffusion are emergent cognitive-
affective units that depend upon the developmentally crucial 
temperamental systems and their shaping by the environment, 
most especially the interpersonal world created by child and 
caregiver. Models of borderline pathology that provide hypotheses 
and direction concerning the variables that describe 
phenotypic features, which, in turn, relate to genotypic features 
will most thoroughly foster our efforts.
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