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Conclusions
While some researchers are uncertain if QUAL-qual 
designs are mixed methods, in this article, I argue that they 
may be a mixed method design and deserve attention as 
such. When qualitative data types, levels of analysis, or par-
ticipant perspectives are different enough that it is necessary 
for the two methods to be handled differently and to be kept 
apart, we have the rationale for using mixed method design. 
When one of the components is complete and forms the 
theoretical base and the other component supplements the 
core component, we have a qualitative mixed method 
design.
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