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5. Conclusion

Rising car ownership, income growth and the declining real cost of using cars have been identified as the key 
factors that have shaped personal travel patterns around the world. The consequence has been a reduction in the 
demand for public transport modes and an increasing average trip length. This is not only an issue for the developed 
countries but also for fast developing countries. As a sustainable and environmentally sensitive alternative to car 
travel, public transport and cycling have received renewed attention in the world. This has led to a diverse range of 
transport and land use planning strategies supporting and promoting public transport and cycling. Understanding the 
differences in travel behaviour and the possible explanations for these differences can help travel demand modelling, 
and finding policies best suited to meeting the travel needs of all population groups. 
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