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Necrotizing soft tissue infections developing from pressure ulcers
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Discussion

In this study, a retrospective analysis was con-ducted to examine
necrotizing STIs that arose as complications of pressure ulcers in elderly
pa-tients. Because both deep pressure ulcers and necrotizing STIs cause
soft tissue necrosis, we defined necrotizing STIs developing from pressure ulcers (Fig.
1). By this definition, patients with cellulitis and infections limited to the necrotic tissue
of the pressure ulcer were excluded.

Dementia was frequently observed among the patient population because
of the advanced age of the patients included in this study. The dementia likely
complicated and delayed the determination of infection; therefore, pressure
ulcer patients with co-morbid dementia may be at a higher risk for the
development of severe STls. Previously reported studies have not focused
on the rela-tionship between dementia and infected pressure ulcers;
however, our observation highlights the importance of comorbid
dementia. Severe in-fections are worse in patients with diabetes [6], and
diabetes was also frequently observed in the patients in the present study.
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