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Strategic narrative: A new means to understand soft power
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Conclusions: Implications for media, war and conflict

Understanding power and influence in international affairs could not be more relevant to
the field of media, war and conflict. The texture and character of relationships between
states, and between states and non-state actors, can play a role in the creation of tensions
and hostilities or in their mitigation; in the formation or deterioration of alliances and
institutions; in the legitimation of military intervention or insurgency and resistance. If
the texture and character of international engagement are changing because they are
occurring within a changing media landscape then we can see a direct, fundamental rela-
tionship between international relations and global communication on the one hand and
war, conflict and their mediation on the other. This is not to say that every study of media,
war and conflict must address this broader context. However, we urge scholars in the
field to at least be prepared to situate the specificities of any case or instance within this
changing landscape, given how it shapes leaders’ expectations about how they should be
communicating and what they believe constitutes effective communication.
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