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Human uses of ultrasound: ancient and modern
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5. Ultrasonics in the 21st century: the shape of things to
come

Now comes the hard part. What will the future bring?The one thing 1 know
for sure is that there will be surprises. But Leif Bjorng wants more than that.
He is “looking forward to (my) predictions.” I know I can’t predict, but I can
extrapolate. Like H.G. Wells, I’ll take a look at exciting present research and
guess at things to come.

For example, researchers in Mexico, interested in acoustic microscopy,
have recently published several papers. They work in the University of
Guanajuato’s Centro de Investigaciones en Optica and are knowledge-able in
holography, tomography, laser-beam scanning and optical readout of acoustic
information. They spe-cialize in projects involving these and other photonics.
After recently meeting with L.W. Kessler, a foremost pioneer in the initial
work on scanning laser acoustic microscopy (SLAM), they proposed
modifying the SLAM concept for multiple-frequency, multiple-pro-jection,
tomo-holographic capability.
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